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, Chapter II
Oral History
I usually get up about five o ' clock so I can spend
some time to myself and to plan .

I make my breakfast

and leave home for school about six thirty or a quarter
to seven so I can arrive there at seven .

The children

start arriving about seven thirty .
A typical day after school is , I give piano lessons
for some students .

In the evenings , sometimes I have

meetings , grade papers , and do such as that.
I first taught in 1939 .

I went to school at Hays

for two years , and I intended to go ahead and become a
high school teacher , but the money did not last so I got
my certificate so I could teach in elementary school .
But at that time it seems like the r e was less chance to
spread out .
lot .

We did the minimum things .

We didn ' t have a

I was janitor and everything , carried coal , hauled

water , bought my own art supplies and extra paper out of
my own pocket money.

I got $40.00 a month .

So, you see,

things have change so much now that I really do appreciate
having lots of good books , lots of useful equipment and
a r t supplies and having a janitor and extra help .
are just so many things we didn ' t have to teach .

There
We can

make it so much more exciting for the children now .
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I ' ve always liked.school and I intend for all the
kids to like school .

Now there ' s so much more of a

possibility of making that true.
Now , for the most part , we have what other teachers
have.

I feel like the situation that we have is that we

can make so much more out of something that teachers use .
I ' m happy to have the children from one year to the next
and the next .

It makes it so really you have more time,

not only because I have the kids longer each day than
most teachers do , but because I don ' t have to spend time
finding out where the children were academically .
where they are.

I know

I think that ' s great .

In both places that I have taught I have been a part
of the community, so really I haven ' t seen much difference
in the way teachers are expected to conduct themselves .
I started teaching here at Wallace in the 1960 ' s
while my husband was still living .

But I had been

teaching for years part time with a substitute certificate .
I taught vocal music in Wallace for a long time.

Then I

had vocal music in the three attendance centers for two
years.

I had a special certificate because they couldn ' t

get anybody else.

Then I taught for a semester or six to

nine weeks for a period of time when the teachers had to
be gone for illness or various reasons during those years
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when my children had b~en grown and before I finished my
degree .

So I had been in the classroom and in this school

district a lot before I started in here at Wallace .

And

I did that, part of that, while I was teaching in the
migrant school in Sharon Springs .
classes in Hays with Dr . Dobbs .

I was able to take
She was very good.

In regard to extracurricular activities, it ' s different
than the other schools.

We do not participate in any

interschool sports except for a play day or a track meet
for sixth , seventh , and eighth grades .
intra-sports .

We have organized

We have basketball , volleyball , and kickball .

We have a lot of that but we do not participate in
competition with other schools which to me I think is
great .

It gives us so much more time to spend on what

we need to do.

And then we have programs here through

the year which give the students experience on the stage-if you want to call these extracurricular activities .
Where we have music as well as classroom subjects we
can correlate these .

When we study a unit on Indians or

on Japan we utilize music .
use a lot of music .

I use unit teaching and I

We have a piano.

I didn ' t use unit

teaching as much in 1939 because we didn ' t have the space
or a piano .

But we have developed this .
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In the one room schoolhouse the children are learning
by seeing what the others are doing .

By the time they

get to sixth grade they have seen a lot of the older
children work and have absorbed a lot of it, especially
the gifted children .
I say all my kids are gifted.

We could, after the

beginning of the sixth grade, be a part of the gifted
program.

But I believe we have only had one year that

we have done that.
that.

We had one student who benefited from

For the most part it's easier for us to use some

of the same ideas but to include more children as long as
we don't pull them out for the gifted class which they
could be if they were tested and put into the gifted
program.
The one student that utilized the gifted program, also
took two grades at once .
She was handicapped.

She was a very good student .

Her one arm was not usable.

In

some things you would think it would be harder for her,
but I guess she made up for it in other things .

She came

to us and in visiting with us she said, "You know what
I would like the most is to take seventh and eighth grades
together and move on to bigger things."

She did; she

worked just like a trooper and she covered both.

We

were very careful about it, but we had to go through the
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channels so that she could do it .

It really worked us

to get her so she completed that .

I ' ve been very proud

of her .

She did enter the gifted program one day a week .

She went from our school to Colby and to the other progr ams
where she could participate along with the other gifted
students as well as take the two grades together .
program is a pull out one day a week .

The

But at that time ,

they did not have a gifted progr am at Sharon Springs .
Now they have someone come to Sharon Springs for an hour
a week .

They even come to our school some as part of

the gifted program .
There is no teacher turnover problem at Wallace .
I ' ve had my best aide (I ' ll call her my best because I ' ve
had her the longest) she ' s been with me the longest-- for
thirteen yea r s .

I ' ve had one aide for one year, but the

one that I ' ve had for thirteen years started with me
right out of high school .

She lives about a block from

the schoolhouse , and it has been ver y rewarding to see
her develop .
her .

Now she knows what I need before I tell

She can come into the classroom and keep discipline

or whatever is needed just as well as I .
and do whatever needs to be done .

I can step out

I have been there

fifteen years and she has been with me thirteen of those
years .

I had a second aide these past two years .

My

10

steady aide , my aide for. thirteen years , was a good student
when she was in school .

I did not have her as a student

except in music when I taught music at that school .

But

she took art under my daughter .

We

She was very good .

use art to expand social studies , English , or science,
also art as an incentive .

She is just right for that

because she comes up with so many neat ideas .

If I want

something and I have an idea I just say , "Marilyn , what
can we use for this? " and she comes up with something .
It ' s just great .
We had a one-half time teacher two years in Wallace .
She came mornings for two years .
students in the mornings .

She had the older

Now at that time it worked

quite well , but it also had little things I can see are
not advantageous .

I ' ve been thinking about this this

summer because enrollment for this fall is over 40
students .

We have been trying to decide whether to go

ahead and split into two classrooms with two teachers .
I am favoring having another aide and keeping the one
classroom for two reasons .

One , I think that we can keep

the family type classroom by having all age groups together .
We can do more things together than by dividing into two
classrooms .
further .

Then each teacher has something they want to

You just lose that older/younger association .
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We also have developed through the years the quality
of our individual reading program .

We do the regular

reading series which the school district has approved .
Then each child , from the fifth grade on down and special
students above that , chooses a reading book from the
samples which we have collected to use as what we call
their individualized reading book .

They will choose a

book that they want to read , that is easy for them to
read.

If we think it is too easy , we urge them to take

another.

Every day they read aloud and by themselves .

That moves them to where they are to where they should
be gradually without putting them down and making them
slow down for somebody else or keep up with somebody
else .

It works very well .

We use the basal reader

samples that we have gotten from the school district.
Nobody else wanted them so we just use them .
large collection and it is quite wonderful .
very well.

We have a
It works

The children can see the book and choose , and

then see that they have completed the book .
necessarily what I think they should.

It is not

They set the

number of pages every day and they set their own sights .
You would be surprised that they choose the number that
they do because they want to get into another book .
The one room classroom is great because those who
miss something befo r e can pick it up .

Sometimes I assign
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them to help each other so they have to master it in
order to teach someone else .

They learn it while they

are teaching the younger ones.

So really it works very

well in the different levels of learning .

You can help

them get what they missed without lowering their self
esteem or putting them back.

Self esteem is very important .

So if you can help their self esteem they benefit .

I

know that when I have to teach something , I have to learn
it myself and that ' s what they see .
out of watching and listening to
somebody else learn something .
patient .

I get such a kick

kids trying to help
Some of them are so

Some are so impatient when that student can ' t

get it and that helps them to understand that sometimes
someone might feel that way about them .

It's a great

thing.
We have a buddy system or we have partners.

In the

beginning I let them choose sometimes who they would
like to have as a partner as a get acquainted thing.
Then I try to urge them to choose someone not in their
class.

I will change at some point , but I give them the

choice in the beginning .
of two.

Then they usually sit in groups

But if I have a child who it's hard to stay in

their seat or a child that needs a lot of support or a
lot of additional help, then when this child, when he nP-ec'li=:
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the support has somebody right there .

They have someone

on both sides to help them learn self discipline or
giving them assistance when they need it.
have to wait for me to get help .
they need it .

They don ' t

They can get help when

At the same time , those children are going

over the same material , relearning from the year before
or two years before.

So it really reinforces their own

learning .
The children are models .

We don't even have to

give the rules at the beginning of school because the
children that have been here before know what we do and
what we don ' t do at school .

If a new student comes in

then everybody helps that child to learn what we do and
don ' t do at school .
it helps a lot .

Peer teaching and peer discipline--

Peer teaching means learning from those

your age or near your age--teaching those who are your
age group .

This is what I learned , if I talk quietly

they talk quietly , too .
Included is a sample of my assignment sheet for the
day .

This isn't a good sample because it is for the end

of May .

Sometimes it is much more detailed because it

is getting near the end of the year.
the computer for the day .

I just run it off

Then both aides each have a

copy of the same thing so they know the page numbers
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that are expected to be covered that day and the order
that we do things.
that is their copy .

Each child gets one like this and
The first thing they do is tape the

assignment sheet to their desk to refer to throughout
the day .
start in.

We have them to do first things first so they
As soon as they learn their numbers , I number

their books.

The page numbers are there and they can

refer to if they need to .
if needed .

Their partners can help them

Then when that is concluded, they show that

that is completed and they can go on to the next one .
Each student has a box on the
size a workbook can fit into .

side of the desk the

Then at every one-half

hour period we have certain students that collect all
the papers that have been completed and takes them across
the hall for the aides to grade them .

Then they bring

those papers back to my desk and I look them over so I
can see them for anything that isn't correct .

We do all

those over again and we never finish until we ' re done .
Then I hand those back and we go over them again .

Then

they go back so that we have a constant flow back from
the students ' desk to the aides ' desk and back thus
providing immediate feedback .
We have two computers in the classroom at the school.
We probably use computers, video tapes and audio-visual
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materials more than thQ ordinary teacher in a regular
classroom.

I don't know if whether it is the style of

the classroom or just what I personally believe in .

I

just think that if they can see something with their
eyes or do something with their hands .
We also have the old typewriter throwaways we got
from the business department in Sharon Springs.

First

graders learn to type their spelling words two days a
week .

That helps with the eye-hand coordination and

gives them a great feeling that they can type.

There

again the older ones help the younger ones to learn how
to put the paper in and things that way .

Using a lot of

cast off items from the school district, anything they
don't want, we use .

This is probably more my personal

style than the style of the unique classroom .
Our school district superintendent is our principal.
He is a minister and he was a teacher .
Wallace years ago.
school .
he comes.

He taught at

He comes once a week usually to our

Sometimes if he has something else to come for,
If we need him he comes.

Sometimes he can ' t

come for two or three weeks if he has something else .

He

comes in whenever he wants to and we are very much at
home having him .

We take pride in showing him what we're

doing and showing him what's going on.
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I definitely feel.a part of the greater whole of the
school district .

I attend teacher ' s meetings , in-services.

We go to Sharon Springs for lyceums.
school in so you know we are part .

We take the whole
We have the same

certification requirements the district has for their
teachers .

I have utilized Fort Hays State Univer sity

quite well for that .
We have an evaluation sheet .
really needed.
don ' t worry me .

Evaluations are not

Evaluations, visitors , things like that
I love to have visitors.

parents they can come anytime.
can listen to the children .

I tell my

I tell them anytime they

We have uncles that come

to listen to the children read.

Anytime they can see

we are doing something when they come and can see us as
we are then the children don ' t think they are visiting
because we are there doing something .

Instead of my

telling parents where the children are in class , if they
can come and listen to each of the children read in their
individual readers, they can soon tell whether their
children are down there or up here or where they can
help in that individual subject .
The community takes an interest in the school whether
they have children there or not .

It ' s surprising that

even other communities when they learn that we are having
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a program they come .

When we have a program , we show

things we have been doing in our school, our units .

We

also do a lot of humorous things and that gives the
children experience at being characters .

Sometimes they

even make their own characters fo r the parts .
some very entertaining times .

I love it .

We have

We practice

for two weeks , but I still enjoy it because a person
never knows what is going to happen for sure.
ad lib and they always come through .

The kids

We have our

auditorium upstairs and a gymnasium downstairs .

So you

see we have lots of room .
What use to be our library we call our film room
now because it is dark all the time , and we have a big
screen so we don't have to set up a screen at the end
and chairs .
daily .

They are in place all the time .

We use it

We have videos and also a 16mm projector .

If it is something that I think is OK for all age
groups then we show all.

It teaches the little ones to

be attentive and listen , but you ' d be surprised at what
information they get from those sixth grade films .

If

it is something I think they will not gain from then we
have a lower grade film in the aides ' room at the same
time that I am showing the older ones theirs .
a filmstrip soundtape .

We have

We keep that set up all the time

in the aides ' room and use it for science and that .
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We are adding to science .
individualize science .

Our dream is to completely

I haven ' t quite gotten there yet .

We have a science table that we got in recent years .

In

the last two years wehavedissected frogs, dissected
earthworms, grasshoppers , dis s ected a cow ' s eye .

The

kids love that ; we do as much hands on as we can .
Aides are not evaluated other than if I ' m asked how
things are going.

But other than that they don't have

to meet any requirements as far as evaluation as far as
I know .
In the case of discipline, we utilize it as soon
as possible with as little damage to ego as possible.
The children take care of that all themselves.

I don ' t

allow putting one another down , or allow shoving or bad
words and everybody knows that .

It is their privilege

to come and talk to me if they know something is not
right or if someone has done something wrong .
knows that .

Everybody

If someone is doing something to them

person ally, I need to know that then we can talk it out.
I use group therapy some .

We talk it out in a group.

We talk about how they feel, what happened , what could
we do better, what made us do that , why , you know , just
talking feelings out and having compassion for one another .
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the mother .

The mother called Mr . McNall to tell them

what was going on .

So he met the bus that morning and

asked those children to stay on the bus so he could talk
to them.

So I noticed that when the children came in

some boys were missing .
what was the problem .
on the bus .
it was.
bus .

So when they came in, I asked
Well, they said, we got in trouble

After Mr. McNall came in , so he told me what

I had those boys write about the trouble on the

As the notes came in, if they didn ' t tell me what

it was they said that they weren ' t suppose to say, I
would ask them , '' Write down what you said, write down
what you said ."

The stories kept going back until they

almost matched .

When I got all the information I wanted ,

I took them one by one to the office .
and I had that paper in my hand .

I called mother

I said , "Mother will

you listen a little bit , so and so has been in trouble
on the bus and he needs to tell you what he did . " One
boy could not tell his mother what he said, so I held
that paper in front of him and said , "Here , read this
to her. "

So he read it and one sixth grade boy , the

tears were just rolling down his face while he told his
mother what he said, just rolled .

So that was my form

of punishment to let mother know what had gone on .
took care of it then .

It

19

In times past, I have spanked occasionally .

When I

did, either I had the parents' permission beforehand or
I went to the phone and called them immediately.

I had

one child who would just keep doing things until he got
his spanking .

At home that's how he was shown love.

So

we worked on through that until the spankings diminished .
I don't want or like to use that but as a last resort ,

I do.

It has been two or three years that I have resorted

to it.
I have never gotten a bad reaction from a parent .
In fact, I cannot think off hand of having unhappy
parents for discipline.

I had, it has been many years

since I have had any kind of an unhappy parent.
because there was trouble in the home.

That ' s

The parent was

trying to pass the blame for problems back to school .
I could understand at that time .

I am just amazed at

how much parent support we have and how appreciative
when their child is doing something wrong and finding
it out and haviQg it taken care of.
We had an interesting incident .
talked about this recently.
did, I think .

Our principal

He enjoyed it as much as I

Maybe enjoy isn ' t the word .

We had some

boys who on the bus were using some language that was
not approved.

One of the younger sisters reported it to
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We have had no male teachers or aides , but we have
had a man band teacher come from Sharon Springs .

Th i s has

been nine years ago or so ; ou r band teacher was also our
vocal teacher , because at that time we were getting so
many students that they felt I was needed elsewhere .
was the vocal teacher at that time .

He

He had a special

interest in sports and so he helped with track .

He helped

the boys to do the shot and the discus better and things
that way .

He even refereed for basketball and helped

out because he enjoyed it .
period .

He did it during his extra

He wasn ' t assigned to do that .

was similar to mine .

His discipline

Howeve r , there was one male teacher

that I can think of that his discipline was much more
lax .

I could see a little difference because when he

had them he was in the auditorium with the door shut .
Their actions were different with him than when they
know that I ' m there .
I think the key to discipline is setting expectations
so they know what is expected , but being very watchful .
You have to have eyes in the back of your head and be
very alert . If you ' re helping a child here you need to
know everything that is going on in the room, whether
they know you know or not.

Then just the instant you

see something then move to that child and take ca r e of

22

it as soon as you can,,because if it builds then its much
harder than if you take care of it .

There is no fluctuation

from year to year, I don ' t call it fluctuation .

The only

time that I can see the discipline fluctuate is if a new
student comes .
care.

I really have to be on my toes to take

Just like I had a new student come this year.

The

first time we had a bus trip he started immediately
picking things up off the floor and throwing it .
happened to be in the seat right behind him .

I grabbed

him by the shoulders and said, " We don ' t do that .
will learn that we just don ' t do that . "
classroom you know .

I

You

The same in the

Sometimes we would have the little

paper wads that start that everybody else knows we don ' t
do that .

When we go to lunch, we clear our plates and

drink all our milk .

Well, a new student comes they do

it like they ' ve done it at the school before .

They throw

their milk in the trash , but somebody will report .

If I

don ' t catch it then somebody will say that he didn ' t
drink his milk today .

When I called the particular boy

about it , he said, ''Oh, I didn ' t know we were supposed
to . "

So from there on he drank his milk.
My husband and I moved out here in 1960 .

was started and we finished it .

The house

In 1939 , I lived at home

with my parents except for a short period when the snow
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was so deep that I had.to stay with a family nearby the
schoolhouse.

It was one of the children's, at the school

I taught, parents.
out very well .

I paid room and board .

I enjoyed them .

So it worked

This was not a new thing

to me because when I was growing up we had teachers stay
with us .

Three different times that I can remember

right now , all year .

Not only that but our house was

small and they were my roommates .

We slept together.

And so staying with someone else was not really a new
idea as far as I was concerned .
teachers as I was growing up .
before she married .

I was surrounded by
My mother was a teacher

My dad was on the school board all

the time I was in grade school .

My sister next to me

became a teacher and my youngest sister never did teach .
In my own family , we read a great deal .
books.

My husband was a great scholar .

We liked

He liked school

and his father never did have a high school education ,
but he had a good mind and always read a lot .

Just read ;

he said he gave himself an education just by reading and
he did.

As far as that, we read a lot of time .

My

children liked to read and I think that helped a lot in
their education .

My parenting discipline policy was

much the same as in the classroom as far as clear
expectations .
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I could of taught. by going one year to college and
getting my thr ee-year state certificate for thi r ty hours .
Some teachers had two years college , sixty hours then they
could get what was called a life certificate .

I ' m sure

that it had to be renewed but I don't remember the
particulars on that .

I had started , thinking I would

complete four years and then the last semester of my
second year, I saw what was coming .

There was drought

and not good crops and so I took the necessary things to
get my three-year state certificate .
So I taught then in 1939 and then Frank and I were
married the next June 3, then I taught the following year .
Then I had my family after that so I didn ' t teach while
my children were little .

When I became pregnant, I tried

to resign because I didn ' t feel all that whoopee, but
they did not want to let me go .

So I taught till the

end of April and had my son a little over a month later.
So I thought that it was a little different , too .

It

was acceptable but also teachers were hard to get I think .
I was teaching where I went to school; it was my home
school so everybody knew me real well in southwest Quinter
in the Missouri Flats community in the southern part of
Gove County.

It was a one room schoolhouse .

fourteen pupils that year .

I had

25

I taught in Sharon Springs in sixth grade and in
fourth grade some and fifth grade for part of the year.
But I think that now I might be a little bored in the
one grade.
into levels ,

Even when I had the one grade that I split
I did a lot of audio-visual and learning

centers ; we didn ' t call them that then .

Activities were

going on around the room in order to keep the ones who
got their work done soon doing something and being able
to help those who needed help .
The kindergarteners go into Sharon Springs .

They

still have to be five years old before September 1st,
the same as it is anywhere else .

I don ' t think it hurts.

It is always interesting to me that sometimes I have to
go back and look in our back sheets just to be sure the
ages are right because some children are just more
mature than others .
One thing that makes a difference for us here is
that our families are quite stable .

This past year we

did not have any children from a broken home .

There have

been other years also but that is very unusual nowadays.
Our parents do not move in and out .

It is more likely

that their parents and their grandparents have lived
here.

About eight years ago , we had someone come in

here and then move out.

One family in particular had
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come from New York cit¥ originally.
problems in that family.

They had a lot of

That made me appreciate all

the more the stable families that we have .

It is sad to

realize that in some classrooms you have one-half the
children from broken homes .

You know their mind

is

somewhere else .
We have had some children with special emotional
needs .

In the past , we worked with that quite a bit .

We kept the school psychologist coming and going .
recent years we haven ' t had that .

In

Here again , working

with someone like that gives you a lot of things to think
about .

It takes a lot of time and it also helps you

appreciate and be thankful for the children that don ' t
have those special problems .

Sometimes we have utilized

the district ' s special needs program .

And sometimes we

just talk it out and see if it is worth all the testing
and turmoil that it takes that child or just go ahead
and handle it as an individual student .
lot more easily than a regular classroom .

We can do it a
The children

know that many are individualized, not just them , because
we individualize

for a lot of different things.

the classroom is small you individualize anyhow.
really make that much difference.
for me .

Where
It doesn ' t

It makes more work

It ' s a lot of work also for a gifted child , or
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the one down here, but anytime you individualize , it ' s a
lot of work for the teacher .

But it certainly is much

more satisfying because you can see them moving on .

If

your gifted child is not individualized , they quite often
become the problem child or the one down here .

If they

are doing something, then they will not do something for
attention and become a problem .

So you have to do

something with what they can learn in the first place
than to wait until the problem develops when they 're
not learning .
Any of the children can go to Sharon Springs any
time they want to .

Children can come to Wallace if there

is transportation coming that way .

We have four students

from Sherman County who have made arrangements to come
from their home or they meet the bus .

Last year we had

six from Logan County , which our district takes in part
of that county .

So we had children from about fifteen

miles north, twelve miles east , and fifteen miles south .
We had three buses, one from each direction .

They meet

at Wallace and that ' s why they were able to come in that
way .

The children have a choice; they do not have to

come here .

They can go into Sharon Springs , but they

can come here if they want to .
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This last year w~ had thirty - one students and they
tell me we will probably have thi r ty - nine or forty .
always tell them it ' s not my d e cis i on who comes .
are to talk with Mr . McNall .

I

They

There again if they are

eligible to come the regular way there is no way of
limiting , as far as I know .

It will be more work .

I

won ' t have any mor e grades , but th i s year it was my
recommendation to have another aide .

That will be three

aides and that will give us four adults to work with
the children .

But I ' m in charge of getting them to

read to this one or work separately with one or having
another one to watch the compute r s as the kids work on
them .

When we do games together , having someone oversee

them .

Having someone show filmstrips to a certain grade

if we need a separate one or grade papers .

But I still

grade the essay papers and the tests for the most part .
The aides can do the organized play that we have at
recess time and as we go into groups into the lunchroom .
We all are in the lunchroom at the same time , but we let
the younger ones go first .

That just keeps an adult

spread among the children more so we can wa t ch more .
I think part of our success is because we do have very
close supervision .

When the chi l dren come in the winter

time , they never have to go ou t side on the stormy days
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because lunch is in the building , phys . ed . is in the
building .

Everything is in the building and so they

don ' t have to get out unless we choose to get out for
some wintertime activity , but as a rule we don ' t .
The school is located at the edge of Wallace and
open to any student in the Wallace community and beyond.
Most of the children get to school by bus .

This last

year we had one student who walked or the mother brought
her the five blocks .

She was in first grade ; her mother

would walk to school and back until she got comfortable
walking back and forth.

If it was stormy or extra , extra

cold , then they brought her .
by bus .

Everyone else would come

This is not a town bus system, but it is just

that the county bus would come by their house .
live in the southwest edge of Wallace .
are from out of town .

Some

Most of the kids

We have just the two families .

One family lives here by the filling station, and the
other little girl lives in the west part of town and
anybody else lives out in the country .
The grade levels have been first-eighth .

There has

been some years when we did not have a student in one
grade , but I can ' t think of any year when we did not
have seven grades at least .

There is definitely a high

percentage of success rate .

I don ' t know what percent
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attend college , I haven ' t figured that out , but it is
definitely more than fifty percent .
about it.

I have a good feeling

I ' m thinking of the fi r st first grade class

I had ; one boy is in a bank in Wichita .
boy .

We have had different ethnic groups here.

do have one little Indian girl here .
I can't tell you what tribe.
lot.

He ' s a colored
Now , I

She was adopted .

We have talked about it a

She is happy to be adopted but so proud to be an

Indian .

She is really a good student .

She is in third

grade and she is probably three grades above that in
most things .

She is just really a good student.

She

is individualized and unless she chooses to advance in
grades as the one g i rl did .
also .

The one girl was adopted

We had the one fam i ly who had the one boy of

their own and who adopted six children .
have all been so different .

Those children

One boy was from Italy.

And with one family at one time we had three of the Negro
children here at school .

If you didn ' t use your eyes,

no one would of ever known or felt any different about
it .

This didn ' t change my approach any when presenting

cultures in heritage , like with the Indian unit.

But I

have always had the feeling that there are good whites
and there are bad whites, and there are good colored
people and bad colored people , and when we talk about
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slavery we have a greijt compassion for the slaves .

And

in talking about the Indians and the Indian Warfare , I
always bring out that it wasn ' t always the Indians'
fault that they scalped somebody , because somebody had
probably done something bad to them or there was a white
person mixed into it that caused them to do a lot that
they did .

So anyhow . . .

There may of been a few years

in the middle where I didn ' t have students from different
heritages in school .
came.

I can't remember when that break

This little girl that I have now , it will be her

fourth year to be with me.

There was probably about

five years in the middle when I did not have .
I didn ' t have .

In 1939,

We had no Mexican , Indian , or others

because there was no mobility .
On an average we have the children first-eighth
grades.

Although quite often the seventh and eighth

grades go into Sharon Springs because of the sports .
This year we had one .

Last year my grandson , a sixth

g rader, wanted to be more active in sports and went into
Sharon Springs.
There is a dress code in Sharon Springs .

For the

most part we follow that, but it isn ' t that big of deal
with us .

If we know we are going in for a lyceum ,

we

specially say, ''Tomorrow we are going to a lyceum,

so

32

don ' t wear a T-shirt with slogans on them . "

A lyceum

is like an assembly, like a special program with special
traveling people like a special music program, or
educational program of some kind , a ventriloquist ,
magician , play, or space program .

Girls are not to wear

short shorts and boys are not supposed to wear shirts
without sleeves, but here it is not that big of a deal .
Still if I think they are being a little too brave or
not thinking about that then we will talk about it .

But

for the most it is not a focus .
In terms of our energy systems we have water coolers
and we have propane heat .

When the wind is from the

east , the auditorium gets a little cool so we just bring
our jackets .

We are very comfortable for the most part.

The cost for the student ' s attendance is whatever
the cost is in the Sharon Springs district .

The only

time we get a cost basis per student is when someone in
Sharon Springs gets to questioning if the Wallace School
is costing too much.

Then it gets talked about.

But

the cost, if I remember correctly , our cost is the same
as Sharon Springs because our athletic program does not
cost .

Our heat and electricity is a little more because

rural electricity is more .

Propane heat is more than
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natural gas , so I thin.k that that is the main difference .
When I started up here , I had fourteen pupils .

So as

far as a teacher cost per pupil , it is much less than
what it was when I had fourteen .

Then I had one aide

and now, this past year, we had thirty-one pupils with
two aides, and two aides ' salaries are less than one
teacher .

So the cost per pupil is really surprising

it is not more.

I am on the district school pay plan

according to education and experience .

The aides start

with a certain wage , I don't know much about it .

There

is a difference between the two aides pay based on the
experience the one has had .

I can ' t tell you what the

difference is--how much it was.

But everyone in the

district knows that this one aide is really good , and
she is.

She deserves to have it .

through experience .

She has learned

She does a super job .

aide starts they have to learn .

Now when an

I have to help them

learn the job and working with the kids , what they ' re
expected to do, the system we have , and what we want
to accomplish.
One thing that we have that in some places they
might not say it was good .
socializing at school .

The aides and I do very little

We do very little talking to

each other because everybody is so busy with children .
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Any visiting we do , we.don ' t have a teacher ' s lounge , we
don ' t have a coffee pot , any visiting we do is just as
we meet in the hall about that thing .

So if we have any

community talking that we need to do we have to do it
after school .
sheet .

We communicate with this daily ass i gnment

I just cue her into what unit is coming and when

the van comes from the Northwest Coop--the educational
coop headquarters in Colby taking in I think six counties-she gets the needed materials .
NWK Coop has a van which is just a traveling library
really .

They have audio-visuals , books , games , units ,

films , and suggestions for units for hands-on activities .
In years past I took the time in the morning to go out
to the van and choose what I wanted .

Now, I ' ve learned

that the man in that van can do a much better job of
bringing me what I want .

I

just either call o r write or

send my aide with a card saying we need things for this
unit and here he comes with an armload of things .

If

he doesn ' t have them, then he brings them to me later.
It is just the greatest thing .

The aide does the taking

back our materials and bringing in the new.
appreciated .
bus .

He is most

Just like a librarian but he comes with a
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Every child in school sees what everybody else does .
Sometimes we do the units for second or third grades
together but on two or three different levels .

So we

can ' t do exactly the thing the second year that we did
the year before , so we vary a lot .

Just like I was

talking the other day with some of the kids, I ' m trying
to decide what to start out with in science next year .
We don ' t start with what is in the first of the book
for two reasons .

One because that gets a little dry just

book, book, book, book.

Then if people in Sharon Springs ,

people in Colby , Goodland , and everybody else that uses
the NWK van start out with the first unit in the book ,
they all want the same supplies at the same time .

I use

another unit that no one else is even using so I have
all the material available .

Then they can have it later.

Then when they get through with that they want at the
first part of school then we can use it later on .
like with Kansas.

Just

We very seldom study Kansas in great

depth in January because everybody takes Kansas in
January because of Kansas Day .

We do it another time

when the Kansas materials are not in use.
If I couldn ' t be here , I probably would teach in
another, regular type classroom setting .

I will probably

stay here until I retire, if they will have me that long .
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Terrel Harrison could teach here as well as anybody .
She took her student teaching under me .
all her life .

I've known Terrel

I've had her in school when I taught music.

She also took piano lessons from me.

She lived across

the river when she was just a tiny, tiny , little girl .
I ' ve known her all her life .
most of these kids .
lives .

That ' s the way it is with

I have known their parents all their

We have a close relationship then.

But Terrel

could do it if anybody could teach of the rest.
she could do it.

I know

But, of course, she will be the librarian

in Sharon Springs this next year .
We try to cover the regular curriculum .

We try to

give the kids a little bit of foreign language, which
is not required .

We ' ve been giving them a little Spanish .

We started out with Spanish because I had some Spanish.
I had a mother who knew Spanish well enough that she
could come as a volunteer .
volunteer this year.

She will be continuing as a

I have suggested to her that I

would like to know a little bit of French and could she
help us here with a little French .

I thought it would

be good for the kids to be exposed to some other languages .
I ' ve been thinking recently that we have a grandmother
who probably could teach us a little German .

There has

been a German settlement in the past , but the German
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community has broken down enough and spread out that
this is not considered a German community now.

But she

is one I thought of that could probably give us some
background in some German words.
she can speak German.

I don't even know if

Her parents could , I'm sure .

Though Mr . McNall is my principal, he never does
any checking, but he just knows what I do.
textbooks that are approved.

We use the

I try that we are covering

the same things so if any of these kids do go on into
Sharon Springs the kids will have been exposed to about
the same things.

In

most instances we have covered a

lot more because of the way we do it, because they learn
from above .

We use units and spread things out more.

That way, like in social studies, these kids know much
more about the world than the kids that have been in a
classroom where this year and the next year we study
this because they have watched others .
I always start in with the first graders .

In order

to individualize we use making booklets a lot or making
butcher paper filmstrips a lot.

With booklets, sometimes

they have a choice and sometimes they have a topic.
This year, second graders did The Cold Lands and so they
had Antarctica and the Artie Region and sometimes we
include high country such as the Himalayans.

Sometimes
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we go with the third gxade which does the continents .
So they learn the seven continents.
a map .

We locate them on

We learn about the continents, the animals that

live there, the people, their customs and clothing ,
and so forth.
The first graders do a booklet on the states.
learn to use the encyclopedia.
listing of the states .

They

They have an alphabetical

When they get the first one done

in the A's, then they go on to the next one.

They make

a page showing the picture of the state, putting in the
capital and their symbols .

By the end of the year, they

have a complete book of all the states and their symbols .
It is always a joy for me to see how fast they learn to
use the encyclopedia and find that particular page about
that state to get that information down .
The way we do computer is just like we do other
things.

Like when we have this assignment sheet as one

guideline of the day.

But on the board every day I put

lists of names like with individual reading I'll put
read with Diane, read with Marilyn, read with Mrs. Pearce
or if Ted, one of the uncles, comes, read with Ted .
Certain names go under there and when the first person
gets done they mark their name out and tell the next
person to go .

The next person goes and we have kids
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going and coming quietly all the time .

But they run it .

After they have my list up there , then they run it.
same thing goes with computer .
the name .

The

I put TRS computer and

We usually use either math , English , usually

math or word processing .

We have English , reading , and

math programs , some geography and some science programs ,
but math is my favorite on the computer .

So when one

person is done with that program they come baclt and mark
their name out and tell the next person to go .
Where I individualize , we don ' t have to have class
so much .

We don ' t tie up a whole class for very long .

It is very seldom that I would tie up anybody for
introducing a lesson for more than five minutes .

We

might if we are going to read together or going to discuss
something more than there might be .

But for the most

part , I don ' t do a lot of lecturing .
I try to sit by each student each day .
harder as the number of students grows .

It is getting

I had the goal

for awhile to sit by every student for awhile every day
beside the desk .

Now it is getting so I spend more t ime

walking than I do sitting beside them .

But still there

are certain students who need to be sat beside a lot.
They need that feeling that somebody is there all the
time to help .
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I try to provide the incentive, try to teach them
to study and teach them to be organized , starting in
first grade .
can .

We use a lot of hands on as much as we

We use workbooks to a certain extent because it

is just easier to individualize that way .
I use accidental learning.

They learn lots of

things that we start out not intending to make them
learn.

If it comes up we just take care of it .

We have

a lot of children who bring things from home--sort of like
show and tell sharing time .

Sometimes we just blossom

out of that and if something comes along we just go
ahead and work with it, not a lecture type though .
I don ' t know what to tell you on teaching methods.
I ask that they memorize things because I think that's
good for the mind for them to memorize .

This year the

fifth grade on up memorized the Preamable to the Constitution
and Lincoln ' s Gettysburg Address.

We did a lot on the

Constitution this past year.
Another year we had fourth grade on up learn all
the presidents in order .

It is so rewarding to me.

I

have one boy that will be a sixth grader this coming year .
He has a great mind .
those presidents.

He just whizzed through learning

He not only learned the presidents in

order , but he learned the dates of their presidency .

He
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made a study of each o~e.

He just went on in detail.

You always have some kids that could go so much farther
than you ever think.
the class.

He shared what he learned with

We would have a check-up time.

I'd say ,

"Today you should have the first twenty presidents
memorized and have their names spelled correctly and be
able to write them in order."
would go to thirty.

Then the next time we

I would say , " Today if you can get

fifteen presidents, you will have a B, twenty you have
an A. "

I try to make the expectations so that they would

all feel like they were succeeding.
too.

Some are surprising,

One girl that I have had specialized since first

grade, individualized--that's something she can do very
well is to memorize.

She did very well memorizing those

presidents while some other things are really hard for her.
If I see that all the fifth grade can do something
together, then they do it together.

But if somebody needs

to do more and where they have these booklets to make--I
try to get across to them that we always have something
to do .

We're never done .

The first graders, I want

them to learn right off that you get yourself organized,
you keep your desk organized, you get your work completed.
You're always busy but you need to get things accomplished.
You need to do this so nobody else will have to tell you
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next year .

Even in ftrst grade it's surprising how

quickly they can get on to that idea , that I have this
and this to do.

When I get everything on that sheet

done, then I have some learning in making themselves do
something like working on the booklet which is an ongoing
thing.
On some booklets, like Australian, I'll give them
a time frame and say that this should be in by the
fifteenth or two weeks or even six weeks .

I ' ll say

during the six weeks we will finish a particular unit so
you need to have your booklet done by that time .

Some

kids will have theirs that thick, others that thick,
depending on their ability .

I take that into consideration.

If they have done extra work or if it is extra neat or
unusual information or something that way so they don't
feel, well , I did a lot more work .

As a rule, they want

to do more work .
We have a lot of kids with unusual art ability.
They love to do it.

This particular boy from years past

that took the spanking to let him know I loved him--after
he got here, he had been in a lot of different schools
and was from a broken home .

When he first came here the

only way I could keep him in his seat was to sit by him .
I ran the classroom from his desk .

He liked art and that
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was a great incentive ~o get his work done so he could
go in and do some art .

Or if we had a particular class

or subject , he wanted to draw to go with that subject .
It was so rewarding to him .

Anyhow when he had gone

away, he told someone that of all the places he had been
he liked Wallace the best .

When he comes back to visit

relatives , he always calls me.

The discipline at school

helped a lot because it stabilized from that point .

He

has made quite a turnaround from the troubled little boy
he was ; so it ' s interesting .
Teaching aids have shown a great improvement.
Computer has come

along in the last fifteen years and

the video tapes, VCR .

Fifteen years ago we had 16mm and

we had filmstrips and a tape player .

The VCR and the

computer has developed in that time and is something I
utilize greatly.
We have competency tests for the second , fourth ,
sixth , and eighth once a year .
passed this year.

We do well .

We have achievement tests .

SRA in October and the Stanford tests in May .

Everyone
We have
Sometimes

in those , they have us mixed in with the grades from
Sharon Springs.

I sort of like that, because I can see

where these particular kids fit in .
well .

They fit in very

I don ' t know of any way to check where they would
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be if they were in that class.

I feel like we have the

cream of the crop because our families are more stable,
and overall the biggest percent of our parents have gone
to college .

Not all our parents are college graduates

but the biggest percent are.
We have a library which is outdated .
fussed about that because we have the van.

I have not
And this

year, we will have the traveling library which we can
bring books in and keep them for awhile .

If we bought

books, they would soon have them read and there would
be no more than what we have .

I don't have the rotating

book service all worked out yet .

But you see, Terrel will

be the Sharon Springs librarian and she and I are working
together.
Springs .

We also have the public library in Sharon
We also have the Goodland library which we can

get books from.
That ' s one thing we did really great while Terrel
was here as a student teacher.
unit on library materials .

She did a really good

She even had them go through

the process of cataloguing the books,

where the kids

catalogued and wrote a brief summary and then they typed
it all .

We also had a typing class while she was here.

We took all the old typewriters into the auditorium where
she had lots of space.

She got typing books from her
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high school typing teacher.

We set the table up so we

had typing for sixth , seventh , and eighth .

We had six

weeks of typing class as well as utilizing their libr a r y
skills along with that .

It was a good experience.

We have a good supply of encyclopedias but probably
our encyclopedias get used more than any encyclopedias
anywhere .

We teach the first graders to use them .

Every

class uses them every day because we do so much booklet
and extra things other than what ' s in our textbooks.
We probably have 1200 books in our library .
are good old books.

They

In fact , they are much better quality

than some of the books they can get now .

I feel very

free in having the children go in and check those books
out .
When they go to Sharon Springs library or someplace
else , or when they get books from someplace else , I ' m a
little bit shocked at what is approved for children ' s
reading .

Paperback little books that they put in the

library--how should I say this--get too adultish for
fifth , sixth, seventh grades in language and subject .
Things that don ' t necessarily add to the story but are
put in .

The old books are there because the other kind

were not accepted in the past .
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We get six periodicals , some for the young , some
for the old--Boy ' s Life , Children ' s Digest , National
Geographic , Jack and Jill , the one that has science stories
in it--I ' ll think of it in a bit .

Surprisingly , the

children in the district take a lot of magazines that we
would take if they did not take them .
duplication as it is .

Like the Zoo Books or Ranger Rick ,

we don ' t take it at school .
and the Fish and Game.

We have some

We get the Kansas magaz i ne

We have a library budget .

But

the r e again they would prefer that we not buy books .
They would prefer that we get audio-visual with our money
and that ' s what we do .
We are not a part of instructional TV .

I have a

home satellite dish and record things that are acceptable .
Certain programs , you cannot record those , but we have
a dish in Sharon Springs.
that .

The teachers over there use

They tape it there for classroom use , but it is

acceptable .

Legally it is OK .

I make use of the VCR.

I was probably the first one in the district to utilize
that because I ' ve had my dish before they had their
school satellite in there .

It ' s probably been four years

that I have been using it .

It is a very good tool .

With textbooks , we are in Sharon Springs district on
that .

Then I have the offcasts and I keep the old ones ,
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too.

The way we do itq if we have a sample science book

that is different than what the district ordered, I just
put the book up on the chalkboard with a list of names .
When the first child listed has read the material he
crosses out his name and it goes to the next person.
It doesn ' t take long before everybody gets that material .
I would say that we have a good learning atmosphere.
The children are eager to learn.

I'm not saying no one

is ever bored, occasionally they are .

I'm not saying

that everyone is perfect in getting things done , but I'd
say we're much above average.

I accept that it is my

job to see that things get done whether it's on the positive
side of reward or whether it's on the negative side of
losing privileges.
They have compassion for each other.

I think they

know that when I get angry, I have a reason.

Sometimes

I tell them at the beginning of the day, "Please help do
things that I don't have to be angry about because it
makes me feel bad inside."

And they help .

I learned a

long time ago that people can be angry about something
and they can take it out on others .
I remember one particular incident .

My janitor had

done something, it has been several years ago .

We use

little chairs at the side of the desks for the children
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either to have extra mpterials on or for me to sit on
when I help them .

The janitor, all of a sudden, decided

to carry all those chairs and stack them in the back of
the stage .

I was so angry .

I was just really angry , so

I immediately went to the phone .
Mr . McNall .

I called the principal,

I said , "Do you have time to listen to me.

I feel as if I don ' t talk this out , I will do something
of anger to some child ."

I asked him who had control

over chairs in the classroom,

if I should be able to say

if they stayed or went and if the janitor enforces it .
He made me feel good by saying that I was right .
anyhow I was able to get that anger out of me .
what I try to get across to the children .

So ,
This is

If they are

angry about something , we need to talk about it and get
it out , because if they don't they will do something that
they will be sorry about later .
All of a sudden it did noL happen anymore .
that Mr . McNall took care of it.

I presume

But you know what I

did for the janitor after that , I do this anyhow when I ' m
angry with my janitor that has not done well--I do it for
them awhile.

With cleaning, and this doesn't happen

very often, I just do it .
dust pan and clean it .

I get my little broom and

I feel better , it ' s clean .

They

notice that I want it that way so they do it that way.

49

I ' ve had in the fifteen years that I ' ve been there , three-two different janitors and they ' ve all been good .
The cook has been there , she's been there since
before I started.

Her mother was cook before that , and

back a few years before that her grandmother was cook .
There were people in between her grandmother and her
mother , but she followed her mother as the cook that we
have now.

She is not the head cook in the district , so

she uses the menus and supplies bought in Sharon Springs .
They bring them down so a lot of things they buy prepared
and she uses them .
good cook .

But for the most part , she is a very

The children brag on her and tell her it is

good , and it really is .

It is exceptional .

She is so

careful about making each plate look attractive .
serves and they may go back for seconds .

She

Then we ask if

there is anyone who wants to go for seconds .

When all

the seconds have gone , then we say now thirds may go.
We have our big party of the year for Halloween at
the beginning of the year .

We invite parents , grandparents

and special friends and we have a good crowd .

The kids

have their costumes and then any adults that want to
may come in costume.

That ' s our acquaintance time .

Then

the older kids have a spook house for the younger kids .
We use that film room as the dark room and they have a
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little spook house.

And then we have when the child has

a birthday , the mother , if she wants , may send treats.
We have about ten minutes or so for them to treat the
others .
We have the county spelling contest in April .

We

tell the kids that a perfect paper at the spelling contest
is a ticket to the river for the day .

This year we had

all but three that had perfect papers and each of them
missed just one word .

One boy erased the dot of an i

and that kept him from having a perfect paper , and the
other two just turned two letters around.

But they get

to come later when the cook brings lunch so they don ' t
miss out completely .
papers .

As yet , we have not had all perfect

But for several years we have just had one or

two people who missed .

But we do that .

What else do we do special?

We have the Valentines

exchange and everyone gives everybody else a valentine-interchanging with all the grades .
we draw names.

The girls draw names and the boys draw

names in two different groups.

Then at Easter time we

have an Easter egg coloring contest .
three eggs in the contest.
hunt outside .
think of.

Then for Christmas

They may enter

Then we have an Easter egg

I think that is most of the ones I can
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We always take th~ maximum solos to the music contests .
Most of the time everyone gets to take one .

The way it ' s

grouped we have the possibility of taking so many boys
and so many girls .
I think the boys and girls are equal .

We try to

stress politeness--what is expected of a man or a girl--a
woman .

But they play basketball together , the girls

and boys together .
good .

The schoo l psychologist thinks that ' s

He can hardly believe his eyes but he thinks it ' s

great .

To me, that wasn ' t strange because when I was

in grade school, that ' s the way we played.
I see no sex bias in our out-of-date library because
I think there are several girls books now .
in times past , I don ' t see that.
in the boys ' magazines .

I think even

I see girls interested

I think maybe we are a little

different on that than in some areas .

I notice immediately

that when the girls go on into Sharon Springs , the girls
start wearing so much more makeup.
boy craziness .

There is much more

I start in first grade telling them that

it ' s OK to have special friends, but we aren ' t silly about
it.

We don ' t tease about it.

You need special girl friends .
friends .

You need special friends.
You need special boy

But you don ' t get silly about it , and that ' s

the difference.

I see girls that bring makeup to school
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and put it on in the bathroom .

So when I write my little

note on the report card--I do report cards different too ;
I have the regular report card and then I use a piece of
construction paper as a folder and every t i me I write
about the child ' s good points and bad points .

This gives

me the opportunity to say some of the things this six
weeks--so and so ' s mind was more on boys than on books
or something that way .

Just to let mother know that

that is something we need to be checking just a little
bit .

But on the other hand , the parents really appreciate

that rather than having just A, B , or C or whatever
because that just tells them a little bit more about it .
Or

I say this six weeks we will be working on or we will

be trying to improve ability i n _ _ _ __ _

Or explain

why this grade came down from what it was before .

And

when it comes time for parent-teacher conference, a lot
of that is already cleared from times past .

It makes it

easier for parent-teacher conference to go on to something
else .

We have one conference in October and we have one

in March.
percent.

We have a good response--usually one hundred
And I also have it so the children can , if they

want to , come along .
They can hear what we have to say , if the parents
want them to .

Sometimes the parent doesn ' t want them to .
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This way they understand what we ' re talking about .
not a fearful situation .
day .

It ' s

We also have open house that

We take everything from the kids ' desk and put

them on benches in the auditorium.

As parents come they

can go in and see all that stuff while they ' re waiting
for their turn to visit .

Parents can see much better

what ' s happening ; if they have questions about the textbook ,
it ' s their chance to go through it and to see what ' s
being taught in it .
We had a fund-raising activity one year, but we are
very fortunate .

One of my mothers is a granddaughter of

a Garvey--she was a Garvey--so the Garvey Foundation most
years gives us some money to do what we want to do .

So

we have in times past gotten things for science or things
that I wanted to add for school .

One year we bought a

high jumping pad because we were just jumping on sand .
Everybody else had a pad to jump on so we used a part of
that to buy a pad .

The other part we used to buy ceiling

fans for in the auditorium .
fan for in the classroom.

We already had a ceili n g
She told me here a couple of

months ago to be thinking what I wanted to get this fall
because they were planning to give some money to the
Wallace School .

She is one of my school mothers that

has three children in school .

They have the Garvey ranch
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here north of town.

They are very , very supportive .

Her parents come to visit when we have programs and
things .

That has been a fond experience for us .

This

will be the sixth year.
Before that , we did something to raise money .

I

can ' t even remember what we did because we wanted to use
the money to buy a math machine .

I can ' t think what the

thing is called ; it was for practice before they had
computers .

But after having computers and the math

programs on them, it wasn ' t quite as beneficial, but we
used it for that .

It wasn ' t a big deal .

We have graduation exercises .
gone into Sharon Springs .

eighth grader .

For years we have

But this year , we had one

At the beginning of the year the family

talked with Mr . McNall and asked if with our final program
we could have graduation here and we did.

It was also

an unusual graduation because every child in school
marched in to the graduation march with the step-slidestep--the fancy step .

The first graders had learned that

so everyone came in doing that particular step to the
march .
As my students go on to Sharon Springs , they come
back saying that discipline was much stronger .
that we have much closer contact with the kids .

I think
We are
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always within hearing ,distance and viewing distance .

I

have the privilege of walking into the boys restroom at
any time.

They know that.

And I do.

We have enough

privacy places in the bathroom that they shouldn't be
out some place else if they need to be private .
know I'm coming in , I don ' t need to come in .

If they

But I ' m

very observant how long someone stays in the bathroom .
I make a lot of trips up and down stairs during school
time .

Nobody raises their hands and says, "May I go to

the bathroom ."

We have a sign out .

When they need to

go to the bathroom they sign their name ; when the person
before them comes back , they go and when they come back ,
they cross their name out and go sit down .
that they are limited to three times a day .

They know
If somebody

is really in trouble and somebody else is still down in
the bathroom , they can come and ask me if they can go .
Well, sometimes they ask when they are not really i n
trouble .

I realize that , after I have said yes .

So I

make the trip downstairs and tell them no visiting down
here and let ' s get back upstairs.

It works very well and

saves a lot of time for everybody .
I believe the schoolhouse was built in 1924 .
all in that historical paper .

It ' s

It was a high school

before they turned it into an elementary school .

When
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they quit having high school there , they turned it into
a grade school .
district .

It was built as a high school for the

Then the high school moved into Sharon Springs .

It was never vacant .

It was built out of brick .

was and is public school .

It

The energy system is the

same as it was when it was built--propane .

Oh , I take

that back , they might of used fuel oil, and then before
that coal .

I know that in the early years since we

have been out here , they often used fuel oil .

It has

always had running water .
The name Wallace Grade School goes with the
community , the town, and the county .

Downstairs it has

a gymnasium , the lunchroom with kitchen, two bathrooms,
and the furnace room .

Upstairs originally had four

classrooms--one we use as the film room and the others
we use for the two aides and the one classroom .
there is the auditorium and the hall .

Then

We use the hall

a lot to exhibit the things the kids have done--booklets,
art work, dioramas, anything.

The district takes care

of the larger maintenance jobs .
The biggest event that I can think of, and mentioned
that in the history, is one year we had furnace trouble .
It was going to take a lot of work.

So , we moved everything --

desks , books, kids, everything--to the Harrison Flats
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schoolhouse out south .•

We had school out there for eight

weeks in that abandoned schoolhouse .

It had heat .

had been using it as a community building .

They

It was run

down , but we really enjoyed that time out there .

One

thing that we always remember is that there was a wet
early spring because the roof leaked.

We also had a solar

eclipse at that time and that particular building had a
lot of south windows .

We were able to sit there with

a mirror so the kids cou l d watch the solar eclipse without
looking at the sun .
there.

It was great .

We enjoyed it out

It was late winter , sometime in late February-

early March .

The children helped with the moving .

Community pickup trucks came and we moved desks and
lunchroom supplies for hot lunches ,

she worked there .

There was a lunchroom and a gymnasium all on one level .
We were very fortunate to have it .
The building is still down there .
building still in use .

It ' s a community

We have some of the supplies

like the lockers from this building .

It was all in the

same district and when they no longer had enough students
to attend they either came into Wallace or Sharon Springs .
Originally , there were more that went into Sharon Springs .
Now that is why we ' re increasing because instead of going
on into Sharon Springs they are coming in here .

I presume
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the Harrison Flats bu~lding belongs to the community now
because they pay for the upkeep .
sure.

I just don ' t know for

The school district no longer uses it ; I think

there was just an agreement between the townships .

I

don ' t know just what they did .
The Wallace School was built to serve the community.
The building was constructed and has had nothing but basic
maintenance and perhaps a furnace change-over.

As I

understand, they ' d been having high school in with the
grade school across the road .

They just needed the room

so they built the new high school in 1924 .

When we came

out here, there were sixty in grade school out here, but
I ' m not sure.
up there.

There are pictures of classes on the wall

I'm not even sure what the biggest class was

and that didn ' t go back as far as 1924 I don ' t believe.
I can ' t tell you how many they had in high school .
At this attendance center , the school district goes
from the Wallace County line south , then the county line
north , and then over into Logan County a little bit .

I

see, I think we have some students who are two miles
west of this county road .

But most of them are east of

this line north and south through Wallace .

The buses

come to Wallace , and then those who want to go on into
Sharon Springs get on one bus into Sharon Springs.

Then
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in the evening they bring the one bus back .

The kids

get off and get into the three buses to go home.

Sharon

Springs offers kindergarten through eighth grades and
our high school .
I ' m speaking about the social adjustment of the
children when entering the Sharon Springs school ; it
depends on the kids .

The students who have been in the

4-H, church, or Sunday School with other children in
Sharon Springs and have contact, I would say there is no
shock .

But it also would be a shock for them to go any

time from their family into Sharon Springs because they
don ' t have the contact any time , so it is a shock whenever
they go .

Now they are together in kindergarten so that

lessens a little about it .

But that ' s a little different

from on up into the sixth and seventh grades .

The families,

I always tell them, ''I can ' t tell you whether your child
should go into Sharon Springs or not, you need to decide
what is best for your family .''

For some , seventh and

eighth graders can be very cruel to each other and
sometimes it ' s easier to make the transition as a freshman
than it is at seventh grade or sixth grade .

It has

always sort of been the accepted deal that if you decide
to go into Sharon Springs you will keep going; you will
not be going back and forth .
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The Wallace schoolhouse is not used as much as it
use to be as a community building because now we have
the firehouse.
ground level.

They use that now because it is all
We use to always have public elections

here in the schoolhouse .

Everyone that came to vote

went down the hall and looked in the classrooms as they
came .

We enjoyed having them.

But now we use the

firehouse because they made the rule that it had to be
a grade level place because of the handicapped.
access to the building for handicapped .

We don't have

We couldn't

accommodate a wheelchair very easily .
The school is not in the city limits .
called a city .
people.

Wallace is

I think maybe there is eighty-ninety

Some things that you think might be in the city

limits are not so; the Catholic church is not in the
city limits and several families do not live in the city
limits, although it looks like they do .
There is a unified school board.

It so happens

that I have children of three school board members .
is for the whole district .
are quite active.

It

We have six people and they

I think that our community programs

probably serve the purpose of a PTA because the parents
take turns as officers in the community organizations
and at Christmas treats .

So that would be as near PTA
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as we have .

As far a~ I know we don ' t have PTA in

Sharon Springs .
The school board hi r ed me .
superintendent .
me .

Mr . McNall is my

I never applied , they came and asked

I was teaching on a special substitute certificate--

a provisional at the time--teaching vocal music .
know why they asked me.

I don ' t

They needed somebody and I was

available .
I ' m head teacher.

They say head teacher because of

any time, like the band teacher comes or we have a one-half
time teacher .
care of.

I do a lot of principal jobs that I take

We don ' t hav e a secretary so I do all the

lunch bills , collecting money , textbook collecting money ,
everything that the office would ordinarily do , I do .
In years past there has been a certain segment who
thought that the Wallace School should be closed and
everyone go to Sharon Springs .
costing too much money .
evaluation study .
were satisfied .

They thought it was

That ' s when we got a cost-

Then we got it all cleared and they

They do it just when somebody asks for

it and they do it in Sharon Springs.

I don ' t have,

other than taking care of the lunch money and textbook
money , I have no control over the actual expenses and
budget .
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In the summertim& between the schools , some of the
children go into Sharon Springs for swimming classes and
summer sports, 4-H fairs are together.

Other than that

there ' s nothing I can think of .
As far as fees , to enroll the textbook fee i s usually
$14 . 00 or so .

In fifteen yea r s , it has been the same .

That is something different than when I first started
teaching school .
books then .

Every child had to purchase their own

When my children were in school , we went

through that change of hav ing them as a textbook rental
fee.

I think it ' s much better .

The books are utilized

much better .
In regard to my own salary , the district delivers
our paychecks personally or by mail.

I am a part of

teacher negotiations , which I don ' t especially like .
have a teachers ' organization .

We

Some of them belong to

KNEA and some don ' t .
I attended the Wild Rose School District 24 in Gove
County .

This was the grade school I attended through

the eighth grade .
first grade .

I started school when I was five in

At that time , there was no kindergarten.

I was five i n March and I started in September .

In those

days in seventh and eighth grades you took county
examinations--diploma examinations - -to make sure you
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could go on to the next grade , so that ' s different , too.
I went to Gove High School--Gove Rural High School, which
is no longer .

It's in Wheatland now and the Gove High

School building is now a museum.
I went to Hays to college for two years .
taught on my three year state certificate .

Then I

I went to

school in 1937-38 and started teaching in the Fall of
1939.

I taught two years of my three year certificate .

I didn ' t use my third year of my three year certificate;
I had my family and raised them .

Then I started teaching

part time on my substitute certificate .
any classes until, I expect it was 1969 .

I didn ' t take
Then I went

back to Fort Hays , if you want to say went back.

I think

I had just two or three classes on campus is all .
everything else with classes that came out here.

I did
I was

doing substitute work and teaching at the migrant school.
I taught three or four years at the migrant school.
I had the music .

At that time, it was in Sharon Springs .

We have a lot of sugar beet farmers around.
lot of Mexican-American migrant workers .
good migrant program .

We had a

We had a really

I had a little Spanish, but when

I came into the room and all of them were talking in
Spanish , I was needing to say ,

11

Please be quiet .

11

I

could not think of the words, but anyhow, we made it
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fine .

We did a lot o{ game things .

they loved to folk dance .
and had a lot of fun .
end .

They loved to sing ;

We played music bingo a lot

We always had a program at the

It was a lot of fun ; I enjoyed it .
My greatest disappointment is that all of that

Mexican music unit I had collected went to Topeka .
can not get it anymore .

We

When we have a Mexican unit , I

would love some of that s t uff that we used in the migrant
program .

They just decided that they needed to get all

that stuff together in Topeka where everybody could have
it .

But no

one has it now that I can find .

I ' ve tried

to run it down and I can ' t find it .
I didn ' t do any substitution from 1941 to probably
1955 .

It was about 1955-56 , some place along there ,

when I started teaching vocal music part time just here
at Wallace .

First , I was the vocal music teacher for

Wallace School .

Then I was the vocal music

teacher

when they couldn ' t find anybody else for the three
attendance centers--Harrison Flats, Wallace, and Sharon
Springs .

Some place in between there I don ' t know how

this was then after that is when I took the semester or
the six weeks or the nine weeks or whatever in between
substitution .

I had those dates in my mind .

It was in

1970-71 that I decided to go ahead and get serious about
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finishing my degree in, 1971.

I attained my degree in

1975 ; I started teaching up here as I was finishing my
degree because they didn ' t have anybody else.
vocal music .

I taught

Then I had the sixth grade class in Sharon

Springs for one semester before I had my degree .

I have

lived in Wallace County since 1950; I first started
teaching in Gove County in 1939 .
I ' ve changed something every year .

There is always

something I can do better or I think I should do better .
I think to me the most meaningful part is I like school,
I like kids and I want them to like school .

I think it

has been such a good way of doing it , by having multiple
grades and having an aide .

It ' s just that I think in

some schools it would be so much better to put grades
together , instead of having two teachers , having a
teacher and an aide .

I can see great advantages in that,

because you can have different levels working together.
Like in three grades if you have someone in the third
grade they can gain by seeing what someone in the fifth
grade is doing .

If you have a slow student , they can

gain by being back with that same grade .
with this--I ' m the dummy--in the class .

You do away
They can still

see that I can learn and they can catch up a little bit
more .

Some children in one grade just fit in better
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socially with someone jn a grade below or above .

So

you have that .
An aide is very supportive and sometimes a teacher
needs a support .

If an aide can do some of the little

things, then the teacher can spend more time planning
and making things more fun, more exciting.
Who knows how much longer I plan to teach.

I don ' t

even want to think about retirement now because I'm happy
with what I'm doing now.

But I have to be realistic.

tell people that I won ' t go on forever.

I

I have had the

goal that I want to be assured that all my grandchildren
have had a good basic education.

My youngest grandchild

will be a third grader this year in my school .
at a fifth grade level , at least .
accomplished that particular goal .
to do some traveling .

She reads

I soon will have
Also, I would like

So there may come a time in the

next couple of years that I may decide , nHey, you're
getting old enough, if you ' re going to travel you'd
better get started ."
In the summertime, I'm too busy doing other things
that I like to do, like the ranch income tax.
job ; I help run the ranch .

That ' s my

I enjoy going out to the

cattle and checking the water and fixing fence occasionally .
I just enjoy it, you know, as long as I enjoy it I want
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to keep on doing it .

But I also k n ow that the r e comes

a time you need to be thinking about moving on .

As we

get our land debt paid off and my son that is in the Air
Force comes back , I may decide maybe I ought to be doing
something else .

Maybe I ought to be

situating myself

somewhere where I can take care of myself in o l d age .
I ' m thinking about these things , but right now I just
enjoy what I ' m doing .
It ' s fun having my grandchildren in school .

They

decided what they shou l d call me and that is Mrs . Pearce ,
It ' s Mrs . Pearce when

when we go on the school grounds .

we go onto the school ground and when we get off the
school ground , it ' s Gr andma .

The only thing d i fferent

is the two little girls , my daughter ' s little girls ,
when they call me on the telephone to ask about school
things- - I ' m Mrs . Pearce .
me at home .

All my students can and do call

There has been no problem with teaching the

grandchildren because their parents have told them and I
have told them too , that when they are at school they
are a student and not a grandchild .

I ' m very careful .

I ' m very aware that when I make a list of names , I never
always list anybody first a lot .

I try to mix them in .

I try to watch and see that I don ' t list my grandchildren
first or last all the time because t hey might be sensitive
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to that , as well as others might be sensitive to that.
My aide also has relatives in school; in fact, we have
a lot of relatives in school--not necessarily grandchildren,
but we still have a lot of family .
The longer I teach the more things I find out I
don ' t know .

Experience helps because it ' s trial and

error a lot .

But I tell teachers who come to see how we

do things here, "What I do , might not work for you because
everybody has to get their own special thing . "

What

works for one group of students may not work for another
group of students .

What works for one child may not

work for another child .

That ' s what makes it interesting.

When I first went back to teaching was when my husband
was so very ill.

I think that made it so much easier to

cope with , because my mind had a rest when I was at
school because I was busy with those kids .
home, I could tell him about the day .

When I came

That was sometimes

the joy of his day to find out what the kids had done
that day .

I just really enjoy it.

It ' s funny , but when I notice the biggest difference
between myself and other teachers of a regular classroom
situation is when we go to negotiations .

The things

that they have to negotiate about don ' t apply to me-like some of them want free lunch time duty .

I want to
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SlQ.

to lunch with !!!Y kis:ls!

Where would I go?

Why do I want to eat by myself?

That ' s when we have time to visit a

little bit when we are at the table .

On top of that , I

feel like we are as a family when we all go to eat
together .

I don ' t mind taking some time to help a child

cut his meat or help with their manners or oversee their
visiting to make sure it ' s good table talk .
that .

I enjoy

I think that is just fine .
I don ' t mind going into Sharon Springs and taking

tickets .

I enjoy seeing the public that much .

Others

think that they are being abused if they have to be doing
a little bit extra .

Some of them think that seven and

three-quarter hours is too long of a school day .

It

needs to be less or they need to have less students .
You know , so many little things that they can think
about that doesn ' t bother me one little bit .

I go at

seven o ' clock and sometimes stay till six o ' clock and
that ' s OK with me .

If I want to do it , that ' s OK .

I get a little bit irritated .
and we write letters .

So ,

We have good communications

We have the kids write letters

back and forth--things like that .

We have a lot of things

in common , but there are a lot of things we don ' t have
in common .
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I think now I wou).d probably get a little bored if
I taught in a regular classroom .
next to this .

I would enjoy it--but

As our secretary--she and I are good

friends , in fact she is my daughter-in-law ' s mother-she says, "You know Louise , that is just your cup of tea
over there . "

And you know , it really is .

I feel like

my aide and I together , and I really give her a lot of
credit for it , have developed our system that we have.
Because you know when I started out the first year up
here, we didn ' t do things like we do now because every
year we change things a little bit .
The quality of education depends on the system,
depends on the teacher, depends on a lot of things .
But I would say as a rule , that these kids are more
advanced in subject matter up through sixth grade at
least, and if they had an exceptional science or some of
the other areas then they might gain from that.

It just

depends on the teachers and everything else .
Improvements I would like to make in the future are :
I would like to individualize the science and have more
hands on and a science lab .

I have a dream to have a

science room and I have the room.
all set up that way .

I just don ' t have it

Units with audio-visual and hands-on

things right there , that we could quickly get there and
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have one to three kids• and/or grades working together on
those so we could cover a lot more extensive material.
We would love to have you visit our school this fall!
I did get a grant from Southwestern Bell Telephone
this spring for local history, but I have not received
any special awards other than my own personal satisfaction
with the children .
I strongly believe the one classroom system could
be successfully applied to education in other cities,
because of the creation of the family type situation.
There are so many children in the big cities that need
the support from older and younger .
type group.

We have a family

The children can benefit from having an

older brother or sister .

Here it is like that because

they are so supportive of each other.
Let's go see the school!

